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Cohousing
Some say cohousing is a return to the 
best of small-town communities, while 
futurists call it an altogether new response 
to the social, environmental and economic 
challenges of the 21st century. 

In a cohousing community, individually 
owned homes, townhouses and apartments 
are oriented around extensive, commonly 
owned, shared facilities.

These communities are designed and 
developed by the people who will be living 
in them. We manage ourselves and make 
decisions together for the good of the larger 
group. Decision-making skills learned by the 
group during the planning and construction 
process provide a valuable foundation for 
achieving consensus.

Cohousing communities include people 
of various ages, backgrounds, and family 
types. What brings us together is the desire 
to enjoy community life and know our 
neighbours. We honour each other’s needs 
for autonomy as well as our desires for 
social interaction and interdependence.

Such communities are by nature compact, 
energy efficient and socially cohesive. 
Residents are cooperative, community 
oriented, respectful of nature and concerned 
with their own impact on the local and  
global communities. 

Get involved
Attend an information meeting!

For more information:  
visit: belterracohousing.ca 
email: info@belterracohousing.ca 

Project management entrusted to:  
CDC Cohousing Development Consulting: 
www.cohousingconsulting.ca
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Location
Bowen Island is a 20 minute ferry ride from 
West Vancouver. The village of Snug Cove 
has shops and services. The island offers 
many opportunities for outdoor activities.

Belterra (Beautiful Earth) is approximately  
10 acres within walking distance of the village 
of Snug Cove with beautiful mountain views 
across Howe Sound. The site has eastern 
and southern exposures and is sloping with 
some steep sections. There is a combination 
of forest and open meadow with a creek 
running through the southern portion. 

Belterra Mission
To create and sustain an evolving 
community that embraces respect for a 
diverse group of ecologically accountable 
and socially responsible people.

Project – general concept
The plan is for 30 compact stacked 
townhouses (one and two level units) clustered 
near the (3000 sq.ft.) common house.
Roads and lighting will respect the country 
feel of the development. Pedestrian 
pathways will allow for easy access 
throughout the site.

Common Facilities
Common facilities being planned to  
suit Belterra residents, include:

• kitchen and dining area large enough 
for the community to share meals and 
celebrations when they choose

• lounge
• children’s play room
• office
• guest rooms
• outdoor kitchen and patio
• workshop
• multi-purpose room 
• storage
• gardens and greenhouse


